Multiple-needle insertion method in percutaneous ethanol injection therapy for liver neoplasms.
One of the shortcomings of percutaneous ethanol injection therapy (PEIT) is that many sessions are necessary to accomplish the treatment. In order to reduce the number of treatment sessions, we inserted two or three needles before injection of ethanol was begun. Using the multiple-needle insertion method, we markedly reduced the number of treatment sessions. Histopathologic examination, imaging techniques, and serum alpha-fetoprotein levels showed efficacy of PEIT using the multiple-needle insertion method. No serious complication occurred. Levels of transient pain, fever, and the feeling of intoxication did not seem to be different from those occurring with the conventional method. Multiple-needle insertion method may be valuable as a method for reducing the number of treatment sessions necessary and thus shortening the treatment period.